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“THE WCF HAS FOUND ITS NICHE AMONG
INTERNATIONAL FUNDS THAT SUPPORT
PROJECTS FROM THESE REGIONS. WHERE-
AS OTHERS CONCENTRATE MAINLY ON
PROJECTS IN DEVELOPMENT OR IN POST-
PRODUCTION, THE WCF HELPS DIRECTLY
ON THE PRODUCTION STAGE AS WELL AS
LATER ON THEATRICAL DISTRIBUTION IN
GERMANY.”

Tariq Teguia, Director
Alger, Algeria

“SUPPORT FOR A PROJECT FROM THE WORLD
CINEMA FUND HAS, IN THE MEANTIME,
BECOME A DISTINCTION THAT OFTEN MOTI-
VATES OTHER INVESTORS AND INSTITUTIONS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PRODUCTION.”

Karl Baumgartner, Producer, Pandora Film
Cologne, Germany

“MANY PROJECTS ARE MADE POSSIBLE IN
THE FIRST PLACE BECAUSE THE FILMMAKERS
ARE ALLOWED TO SPEND THE MONEY ‘AT
HOME’ - WITHOUT HAVING TO SET UP A
DISPROPORTIONATE AND COSTLY CO-PRO-
DUCTION WHICH INCURS INCREASED
POST-PRODUCTION COSTS IN YET OTHER
COUNTRIES.”

Michael Weber, Sales Agent,The Match Factory
Munich/Cologne, Germany

“FINALLY, THERE IS A FUND LIKE THE WORLD
CINEMA FUND, WHICH SUPPORTS ECLECTIC
AND CREATIVE FILMMAKING IN ASIAN, LATIN
AMERICAN AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN
BOTH PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. THIS
IS PROOF THAT, IN TERMS OF INTERNATIONAL
FILM CULTURE, THE GERMAN FILM FUNDING
LANDSCAPE AND GERMAN CINEMAS HAVE
FINALLY ARRIVED IN THE 21ST CENTURY.”

Wilfried Arnold, Distributor, Kairos-Filmverleih
Gottingen, Germany

World Cinema Fund

The Berlin International Film Festival launched the World
Cinema Fund in 2004, initiated by the German Federal Cultural
Foundation (Kulturstiftung des Bundes) and in co-operation
with the Goethe Institute, to support filmmakers in developing
countries and regions which lack a constructive film industry
in Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and Central Asia.

As of 2007, the WCF also includes countries in Southeast Asia
and the Caucasus in its funding programme.

The World Cinema Fund has an annual budget of about
500.000 € at its disposal.

The aim of the World Cinema Fund is to help the realisa-
tion of films which otherwise could not be produced, i.e.
feature films and creative feature-length documentaries
with a strong cultural identity. Another important goal is to
strengthen the profile of these films in German cinemas.
The World Cinema Fund will provide support in the fields of
production and distribution.

Production companies from the above mentioned regions as
well as German production companies working with a direc-
tor from these regions can apply for production funds.

In order to receive such funds, a German partner is re-
quired. However, the film does not necessarily have to
be a co-production, and the funding amount is to be
spent in the WCF focus regions.

German distributors can apply for distribution support.

Production funds

Up to 100.000 € per project. The budgets of the projects
should range between 200.000-1.000.000 €. The funds
should be spent in the countries in which the film is to be
produced.

Distribution funds
Up to 15.000 € per project. The funds have to be spent on
distributing the film in Germany.

There are two submission deadlines each year.

The current deadlines, more detailed guidelines and
submission forms can be downloaded from
www.berlinale.de



